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SACRAMENTO NORTHERN 
ABANDONMENT ORDERED 


On April 16 the State Railroad Commission of California ordered 
the abandonment of all passenger train service on the Sacramento 
Northern along its main line between West Pittsburg and Chico 


and on its Woodland and Colusa 
35 years of electric interurban 
decision did not affect the line’ 


branches, thus bringing to an end 
operation above Sacramento. The 
S passenger train service in com- 


mute territory between San Francisco and Pittsburg or its street 


car service in Sacramento, Yuba* 


City-Marysville and Chico, nor 
any of its freight service. 

The application by the Sacra- 
mento Northern requested auth- 
ority to abandon all its existing 
electric train passenger service 
on that part of its system in the 
Sacramento Valley north of the 
station of West Pittsburg. This 
included that part of its main line 
from West Pittsburg to Chico, 
together with its branch lines be- 
tween Sacramento and Woodland 
and between Marysville and Co- 
lusa. 

At the initial hearing of this 
matter in Sacramento on January 
25, 1940, there were set for hear- 
ing the several associated appli- 
cations of Pacific Greyhound 
Lines and Beverly Gibson, two 
passenger stage carriers seeking 





certificates for the enlargement 
of their respective services in the 
| general territory now served by 


Sacramento Northern, and also 
the application of the latter to 
discontinue certain of its own 
passenger stage operations. How- 
ever, it was then agreed that 
hearings on those collatoral mat- 
ters should be held in abeyance 
until the commission might dis- 
pose of this rail abandonment ap- 
plication. 

Its passenger train service for 
which abandonment was sought 
consists of four round trips daily 
between West Pittsburg and Sac- 
ramento, three between Sacra- 
mento and Chico, two on the Co- 
lusa branch, and eight on the 
Woodland branch, with extra 
—Continued on Page 4 











130 New Cars For 
Glendale, Venice 


The Pacific Elec- 
tric Railway oper- 
ating street car 
and interurban ser- 
vice in and around 
Los Angeles, has 

announced the purchase of thirty 
new streamlined interurban street 
cars based on the President Con- 
ference cars, but of an improved 
desigh and equipped for double 
end operation. The cars have been 
ordered from the Pullman-Stan- 
dard Car Company and will be 
equipped with Westinghouse mo- 
tors and brakes. The cars will 
seat 59 passengers. 

The cars will not only be 
equipped for double-end opera- 
tion but will have couplers for 
multiple unit operation. in trains 
of two to three cars. The cars 
will differ from conventional 
equipment also in the fact that 
they will be air conditioned which 
may make them very popular in 
summer with the climate the 
Chamber of Commerce claims. 

The cars are due for delivery 
in August and will be put in 
service on the Glendale and Ven- 
—Continued on Page 3 
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“Do Not Copy!” 


MANY TIMES we have heard from certain picture collectors 
that they didn’t want to send out rare prints because they feared 
that they would be copied. In the main these have followed the 
familiar story, repeating the obvious truth that copying deprives 
the: original photographer of certain honors, efforts and rights of 
discovery. What has been impressive however has been the uniform 
failure to suggest any other means by which the results hitherto 
attained by copying could be reached. 

It is self-evident that if copying had been forbidden most of the 
rare photographs for which negatives have been lost would have 
never found their way into the collections of the present day rail- 
fans. Copying has in the past, then, demonstrably been a means, 
and‘ the sole means in many cases of carrying down the old photos. 

Implicit in the present thesis of those who are championing 
the abolition of copying is the assumption that while copying was 
necessary and justifiable in the past, we have now reached the stage 
at- which copying is no longer necessary. But that could be true 
only if all photo collectors were possessed of old and rare photos 
or if.some means other than copying had been provided by which 
these photos could be acquired. 

We do not wish to seem to question the sincerety of those who 
are seeking to abolish copying. Nor do we desire to appear to argue 
.that copying in itself is anything but a curse of wanton taking of 
ones rightful. honors. But the point we are striving to make plain 
is that it has never been possible to provide any alternative method 
for the acquisition of the photos, which, others who are denied 
them will copy to add to his collection. 

Therefore the attempt to bring about the élimination of copying 
merely by the accentuation of its horrors is foredoomed to failure. 
Equally futile is the effort to prove that in copying there can be 
no, proit because over against that argument it is possible to set 
the fact that some of the best photos in the past have been acquired 
through copying. Finally, it is impossible to prove that copying has 
become an outworn vestige, because the lack for which copying 
was successfully invoked in the past, still visibly exists. 

Just as long as the price of a good collection is the perpetuation 
of inequalities between photo fans, whether this be in the holding 
out of prints or. unusually high prices, the victim of such inequalities 
will hold the price excessive. 

By contrast, the first useful step photo fans who desire to 
curtail copying can take is to examine these material conditions 
that force collectors who are enlarging their collection to engage 
in copying. For it is only when they have understood why collectors 
copy, that they will realize what must be done to prevent such con- 
flicts in opinion. 
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Our Boomer 
Railfans 


Our sympathy’ to member Sid 


Sommerfeld on the death of «his | 


mother; especially in view of the 
fact that it will mean his*return 
east. He reports that due to fam- 
ily connections he has ‘gone east 
to live. He has left a forwarding 
address with the club secretary 
for those wishing to contact him. 

Our apologies to Owen McKeon 
for not getting his announcement 
of the Pacific Model Railroader’s 
movies on May 7. They presented 
an all-rail program with the 
“Phantom Express” taking the 
main billing. 

Motorcycles have taken their 
toll of railfans recently. Eric 
Haldkiar has turned his auto in 
on the purchase of one of the 
iron ponies and is expected to 
land in the hospital momentarily. 
Jack Gibson has also taken to 


the sport, but took a rather nasty 


spill on Bruce Kirkbride’s (for- 
mer member) bike a few weeks 
ago. 

Congratulations to associate 
Dave Joslyn for the swell job 
on a reissue of the Riley’s Chap- 
ter News as well as some fine 
articles in “Railroad Pioneer”, a 
railroad employee paper in Sac- 
ramento, 

Thanks to Harry Peterson of 
Maine’s “Railfan Record” for a 
plug in the second number of his 
new tabloid devoted to the ‘New 
England railfans. (Quarterly, 10c 
for four issues, printed, -same 
page size as ours). 

Incidentally how do you like 
our new page size? More new 
features next issue when we ex- 
pect to get settled in our new 
set-up. Those who have complete 





sets of the 6x9 numbers (Vol. 1, 
No. 10, to Vol. 3 No. 5) should 
write in if they wish to have them 
bound. 
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MOTIVE POWER. BREAKDOWN 


BY WALT SIEVERS 


During the latter part of April, 
1873, the motive power on all 
street railroads in San Francisco 
broke down, at this time made up 
entirely of hayburners (horses). 
A disease called “epizootic’—I 
like that word even if I do bite 
my tongue every time I try to 
pronounce it—made its appear- 
ance on the West Coast, having 
traveled westward from the 
Rocky Mountains since January. 
Soon all the horses in the state 


were affected, and San Francisco | 


was no exception. The fire de- 
partment had hardly enough 
horses available; and a wag sent 
out an announcement: “Please 
do not ring the fire alarm unless 
there is a fire, the men have to 
pull the hosecart themselves!” 
The disease was as a rule not 
fatal, but it made the horses 
very sick and unfit for work. 
Hard hit were the street car 
companies, They eliminated runs 
in the evening and at other times 
when travel was usually light; 
but, as more and more horses 
got sick, service even during the 
rush hours had to be curtailed. 
The critical days in San Fran- 
cisco were from about April 25 
to May 10. After that date the 
worst was over and service re- 
turned gradually back to normal. 
But, during that time practically 
all railroad horses were sick, al- 
though some service was given 
with only lightly affected ani- 
mals. There are many instances of 
horses laying down on the job, 
leaving the passengers marooned. 
When these sick horses had to 
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go up a grade pulling a car load- 
ed full with passengers, the ani- 
mals took one good look at that 
hill, which loomed up in their 
ffevery eyes like a great big 
mountain, and went on a sit- 
down- or rather lay-down-strike, 
and had to be unhitched and tak- 
en back to the barn. On this ac- 
count even those cars which did 
run on these lines were only 
lightly patronized; passengers 
‘preferred walking for a while. 
The Omnibus Railroad Com- 
pany had 165 sick horses out of 
218, but was able to keep going 
10 cars on the city line and 10 
cars on the Mission line during 
the day on April 25. But, during 
the next few days service was 
more and more curtailed and the 
cars on the city line ran only 
in the downtown section, not 
going out to North Beach at all. 
It was not until nearly June that 
service to North Beach was to 
be restored. 

The North Beach and Mission 
Railroad had ordinarily 33 cars 
in daily operation to handle the 
traffic. On April 25, no car ran 
after 8 p. m. and only 19 during 
the day: 12 on the city route and 
7 on the Mission route, They 
counted 180 sick horses out of 
250. 

On the Central Railroad only 


8 cars ran: With over 150 sick’ 


horses very little motive power 
was available. 

The Sutter Railroad counted 
180 horses on the sicklist. With 
all service on branch lines sus- 
pended traffic was kept going 
with 4 cars which ran at long 
intervals during the day only. 

The Market Street Railway 
gave only half-hourly service 
with 10 cars, having over 100 
sick horses out of a total of 168. 
On the Bay View (Long Bridge 








or Potrero) Line only two cars 


were’ runi 

But it got’ worse’ during the 
following days: Streets were de- 
serted from teams; draught wag- 
ons as well as streetcars became 
scarce. On the principal street car 
routes teams made only one 
roundtrip per day and then were 
put back into the barns. On every 
line there was any uphill trav- 
eling, hill horses were doubled. 
With so uncertain transportation, 
hardly’ any passengers got onto 
the street’ cars that did run. All 
traffic was more or less para- 
lyzed. And on May 1, the Daily 
Alta California, a San Francisco 
newspaper of that time, remarks: 
“Streetcars are: few and far be- 
tween now-a-days”, But a few 
days later’ the backbone of the 
disease: was broken—it wore it- 
self out—and service was gradu- 
ally restored ‘as more animals 
recovered. By about June 1, trans- 
portation facilities were back to 
normal. 
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ice lines, Ten cars: will see service 
on: the Glendale-Los Angeles line 
while: 'twenty cars will be used 
on-the Venice-Hollywood-Los An- 
gees: line: 

In addition the Pacific Electric 
is in the process: of modernizing 
some: 160 cars’it already has with 
Westinghouse parts like the’ 608 
job which is creating plenty of 
favorable’ comment in the south- 
ern city: 
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EDITORIAL 


We as railfans are on the out- 
side of railroading—on the side 
of the tracks, as one might say— 
and as such we are reporting the 
news. There are many publica- 
tions having to do with railroads 
from the inside, from the view- 
point of the operating companies 
or the employees, almost every 
line has its bulletin and union 
magazine. But for those people 
who do not have any direct 
connection with the railroads, 
those to whom railroading is more 
of a hobby, instead of a liveli- 
hood, those who look at railroads 
from the outside, have found that 
the Western Railroader is pub- 
lished for them. We try to carry 
things of interest to all railroad 
fans, whether their special 
branch is steam, juice, diesel or 
any particular railroad company. 

We feel that with the adoption 
of our new page size and editor- 
ial policy that we can better 
do the job that we have set for 
ourselves. We have had much ex- 
perience in the field, as experi- 
ence goes, but we have far to go. 
We feel that we can succeed; but 
we, as always, need your help. To 
do a good job we must have a 
full coverage and that is where 
you come in. Become one of our 
regular readers and get your 
friends to read our publication. 
Rates are low enoungh 5c per 
copy. Send in whatever amount 
is convenient to you to our cir- 
culation department—Walt Siev- 
ers, P. O. Box 47, Mill Valley, 
California. 





CASPAR NO. 7 WRECKED 





Caspar Lumber Co. No. 7, 
2-6-6-2, the Sampson, was totally | 
demolished when she fell through | 


a high trestle taking her train) 
with her about two weeks ago.| 


The engineer and a brakeman | 


were killed in the accident. 

















SACRAMENTO NORTHERN 
ABANDONMENT ORDERED 
Continued from Page One 








Sunday trips on each line. Ex- 
cept upon the Woodland branch 


the travel is mainly by single or 
round trip fares. The Woodland 
branch travel consists largely of 
commuters and school children. 

Sacramento Northern justified 
its application upon a showing of 
constantly diminishing passenger 
train patronage due to ever-in- 
creasing travel by private auto- 
mobile, resulting in constantly in- 
creasing financial losses annual- 
ly. Such losses, it claimed cannot 
be overcome in the future by any 
known and practicable changes 
in the form of service rendered. 
It showed without serious dis- 
pute that from 1920 to 1938, in- 
clusive, the number of passen- 
gers carried decreased annually 
from 2,229,009 to 663,000, while 
its annual gross passenger rev- 
enue was reduced from $1,699,- 
902 to $279,049. For the nine 
months’ period ending with Sep- 
tember 1939, the net operating de- 
ficiency, before allowance for 
any depreciation expense, was at 
least $88,000. This loss is not as- 
signable to any single line sought 
to be abandoned, but is attribu- 
table quite equally to each of the 
above-described operations. 

The burden of the testimony of- 
fered in opposition to the grant- 
ing of the application was direc- 


| ted to the possibility of increasing 


patronage by effecting improve- 
ment of service. Witnesses from 
the several communities served 
expressed the thought that with 
the making of major improve- 


iments on tracks and equipment, 


and the shortening of running 
schedules, passenger patronage 
would be materially increased. 
Those using the Woodland branch 
line expressed a willingness to 
accept a curtailment of service. 





The railroad employee represen- 
tatives contended that applicant 
seeks to sacrifice the convenience 
of the public to its own private 


interest, and that it had made a 
wholly inadequate showing to 
justify the abandonment of part 
of its service without discontinu- 
ance of the whole. 

After fully considering the evi- 
dence and arguments thus pre- 
sented, the commission decided 
that not only an adequate but 
a very decisive showing had been 
made by Sacramento Northern 
in support of its application. They 
did not stop to record in detail 
the various factors contributing 
to the almost complete deflection 
of passenger business away from 
the carrier, nor consider whether 
this may be due in part to the 
Sacramento Northern’s failure to 
maintain service at highest stan- 
dards. The commission decided 
that the future offers little pos- 
sibility for the resuscitation of 
passenger service on these lines. 
Faster and more comfortable ser- 
vice could be attainable only by 
the investment of funds beyond 
the ability of applicant to obtain 
for such purposes, and the pos- 
sibility of earning a fair return 
thereon would be extremely re- 
mote. 

The commission stated that 
they were guided in their de- 
cision not only in the light of 
public convenience and necessity 
but also in the light of financial 
necessity of the carrier. They 
pointed out that the loss to the 
Sacramento Northern in the con- 
duct of its passenger service was 
occasioned primarily by competi- 
tive forms of transportation and 
a continued loss of patronage to 
the private automobile and to 
other carriers would indicate a 
continually diminishing public 
necessity for the service. They re- 
marked that the freight opera- 
tions of the railway may or may 
not endure, for they too have been 
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unprofitable, but they saw no 
merit in the argument that the 
passenger service should not be 
abandoned unless the freight was 
also abandoned. 

In light of the facts brought 
forth in the hearings in the cities 
of Sacramento, Chico, Marysville, 
Woodland, and Colusa and briefs 
received on behalf of the Sacra- 
mento Northern and certain pro- 
testing labor organizations, as 
well as the pending applications 
by other carriers contesting for 
the right to enlarge their opera- 
tion within the same field the 
commission concluded that the 
public interest justified the grant- 
ing of the abandonment applica- 
tion, 

The commission ordered the 
Sacramento Northern to discon- 
tinue on July 30, 1940, unless 
sooner expressly permitted by the 
commission, all passenger service 
on the main line above West 
Pittsburg and on Woodland and 
Colusa branches. 





SAN DIEGO ELECTRIC 
LA JOLLA LINE OUT 

The State Railroad Commission 
and the San Diego city council 
have authorized the San Diego 
Electric to substitute buses for 
street car interurbans on their 
San Diego-Mission Beach-Pacific 
Beach-La Jolla line. The passing 
will be noted by many railfans 
in the south on account of the 
“real railroading” done with the 
400 class street cars of the San 
Diego Electric on the line. 





SEATTLE: 

The Madison Street cable line 
of the Seattle Municipal system 
quit after fifty years of opera- 
tion April 14th at 1:25 a. m. Car 
49 was the last car on the line 
which was the last 42 inch gauge 
line in the northwest. The Yesler 
line (36 inch gauge) is still in 
operation and may last until] June. 


XUM 


THE SWITCH LIST 


Listings In the Switch List are 
free to members of the Northern 
California Railroad Club and sub- 
scribers of the Western Railroader. 
Please state your listings clearly. 





LYNN COCHRAN, 4615 Brook- 
dale, Oakland, Calif.— Wants em- 
ployee’s timetables of western 
lines. Will trade. 

PHILLIP KAUKE, P. O. Box 711, 
Lindsay, Calif.—Has history and 
roster of Visalia Electric at 10c 
per copy. 

W. E. MILLER, 306 Jerome ave., 
Piedmont, Calif.—Wants print of 
Standard No. 440, standard gauge 
freight motor near Richmond. 
JOE CHAPMAN, 2016 West St., 
Oakland, Calif—Wants to trade 
for LA and San Diego negs and 
prints, also Eureka street cars. 
RICHARD BIERMANN, 4338-20th 
St., San Francisco, Calif.—Wants 
electric negs from Washington 
and steam negs from Idaho, Ari- 
zona and Nevada. Will trade. 
FRANCIS GUIDO, 502 N. Clare- 
mont St., San Mateo, Calif.—Has 
back coppies of the Western Rail- 
roader (Vol. 1, No. 10 to Vol. 2 
No, 10) for sale at 5c each. 
HAROLD HILL, 4719-32nd Ave., 
South, Seattle, Washington.— 
Wants negs of S. N. 1001, “Sac- 
ramento” and “Alabama”. 





PORTLAND: 

The operation of the new In- 
terstate Avenue trolly bus line 
of the Portland (Ore.) Traction 
will mean the termination of the 
Mississippi Avenue street car line 
at North Lombard st., and North 
Interstate cutting off about half 
a mile of the car line. The change 
over will take place about May 29. 


STREAMLINER AT 
L. A. ROUNDHOUSE 
An unusual “re- 





tirement party” 

was held at Tay- 

~ lor roundhouse, 

OS Los Angeles, re- 
< isTeY 8 


cently when the 
Southern Pacific replaced its old 
shop switcher MW 221 (0-6-0-T, 
ex-1070) with a new streamlined 
switcher MW 567 recently re- 
built at the Los Angeles shops. 
The new switcher, another re- 
built 0-6-0-T, is painted in the 
colors of the Daylights. The new 
engine should not be confused 
with the MW 567 which was once 
stationed at Bayshore shops, San 
Francisco. The old engine, an 
0-6-0 was converted into a sta- 
tionary steam plant and its boil- 
er now furnishes steam for the 
Bayshore car shops. 





TREASURE ISLAND 
SPECIAL RETURNS 

The Southern Pacific has an- 
nounced that the Treasure Island 
Special, an alJ-Pullman stream- 
liner, will resume service on June 
19 to give every-other-day stream- 
lined service between San Fran- 
cisco and Chicago during the 
fair, The new train will have 
the same schedule as last year, 
namely 48 hours westbound. 

The SP’s Sacramento station 
switcher, No. 1276, has gone into 
the shops for an overhaul, and 
will have stainless steel letters 
and figures applied, brass hand- 
rails and brass jacket bands as 
well as the usual nickle and alum- 
inum job. 








The SP has vacated and scrap- 
ped 1503, 1505, 1122 and 1126, 





Next Meeting of the Northern California Railroad Club 
SATURDAY EVENING, MAY 18 


Car “Pacocha”, Third and Townsend Streets, San Francisca 





Visitors By Previous Arrangement Only 
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leaving but three 4-4-0’s 
on the Pacific lines. 


left 


WESTERN PACIFIC 
TRIES NEW. DIESEL 


Westen 


Said to be the 
world’s most pow- 
a we, erful freight loco- 
Wardle motive — 193 feet | 

. long and genera- 
ting 5400 horsepower—arrived re- 
cently at ‘the Western Pacific 
yards in Oakland. 

This big brother to the diesel- 
electric switchers is being used 
for test hauls before it is placed 
in’ general production. It was 
built by the Electro-Motive Cor- 
poration, General Motors subsid- 
iary. 








NEW ENGINE ON 
TIDEWATER SOUTHERN 


The Tidewater’ Southern Rail- 
way has purchased Sierra Rail- 
road’s No. 32 which has been for 
sale for some time, for use on 
their line as number 2. It has been 
sent'to Sacramento for complete 
shopping and is expected in ser- 
vice’ shortly. 

The engine, a small 2-6-2, was 
constructed for the Sierra for use 
on “their Angels Camp branch 
by the Baldwin Locomotive Works 
in 1923. After the abandonment 
of the Angels branch in 1935, it 
and its sister engine, No. 30, saw 
little - service, being stored at 
Jamestown except for a few runs 
on the -‘Hetch Hetchy line. The 
30 was sold a few years ago to 
the Howard Terminal who chang- 
ed it into a tank engine. 





NEW CAR TESTED 
ON SAN DIEGO LINE 


The Santa Fe has 





By Bob Parkinson 


Many excellent articles on the 
Street Railway Post Office cars 
have appeared in the past in the 
railfan and philatelic press. A 
more detailed account will here 
be given of the lines operated in 
San Francisco. 

From the old Ferry Station, 
(Station D) at the foot of Mission 
st. in San Francisco, were oper- 
ated three RPO lines. 

1. San Francisco-Market Street 
RPO (cable), out Market to Sta- 
tion B, Station H, ending at 
Hayes and Stanyan sts. Time en 
route each way 31 minutes. 3.93 
miles. 

2. San Francisco-Mission Streee 
RPO (electric), out Mission with 
stops at Station K, Third and 
Mission, Station C, and Twenty- 
Second and Mission. Time enroute 
outbound 28 minutes, in bound 27 
minutes. 3.46 miles. 

3. San  Francisco-Sacramento 
Street RPO (cable), 4.91 miles, 
with stops. at Station A, Station 
F, Station M, and Sixth ave. and 
Fulton: st. Later on this run was 
curtailed to end at the car house 
when the line west of that point 
was electrified. 

These: cars were painted white 
and were facetiously known as 
“ghost cars”. Each had eases for 
distribution and a_ postmarking 
handstamp. The Mission st. line 
also-had a machine cancel. 

The street car post offices were 
to begin service September 14, 
1896, but it was not until ten days 
later. that service actually was be- 





and swaying on curves. The 
equipment company is. building 











type passenger cars 
being built by the 
Pacific Car and 
Equipment Company based on a 
new principal that the origina- 
tors claim will eliminate jerks 


ithe Santa Fe, 


Street Car Post Offices of S. F. 


gun. These cars made nine round 
trips on week days and one on 
Sunday. This service ceased on 
September 4, 1905, when the new 
main post office was opened for 
business. After that date an elec- 
tric baggage type car carried the 
locked pouches from the Ferry 
to the loading platform in the 
rear of the main office. This ser- 
vice was abandoned and the Fer- 
ry station was again made the 
center of postal activities in Nov- 
ember 1914, when a new building 
was provided. This building, now 
the SP Co.’s commissary, was 
abandoned in favor of the present 
site April 18, 1925. 

The operating company was 
the Market Street Railway, later 
the United Railways of San Fran- 
cisco. One of the cars became the 
Pay Car No. 0902, which was 
scrapped some years ago. 


“DEATH VALLEY PRISMODIAL” 





A line similar to the prismod- 
jal railroad in Sonoma county was 
built in 1923 from a point on the 
Trona Railway to a deposit of 
almost 100 per cent pure Epsom 
salts in Death Valley a distance 
of almost ‘thirty miles. It crossed 
Searlés Lake and wound through 
Layton’ Pass in the Slate Range, 
crossed the lower end of Pana- 
mint Valley and through Wingate 
Pass. It was built by a company to 
exploit the mineral fields and was 
in actwal use in 1924 and again in 
1927, but operations were aban- 
doned because of the methods 
used in gathering the salts. 











The line began with a single 


| combined engine and car made of 
been testing the new | three double units for use on/|a tractor changed for the purpose. 
Burlington and| Other’ equipment later consisted 


|Great Northern. The Santa Fe| of cars in pairs, each car of five 
unit has been used on the steam | tons capacity, the pairs being bal- 
lanced’'on the sides of the center 
rail which was set on the apex 
legs set in “A” shape. Later the 


|runs on the San Diego run that 
alternates with the San Diegan 
streamliners., : 
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THE WESTERN RAILROADER PAGE SEVEN 
motive power consisted of three MOREJON YAKIMA VALLEY 
gas powered cars and a gas-elec- 

e = . 
tric. The trains could make a safe ertnecm & 1 wo. 47H 
speed of fifteen miles-per-hour on| | xxxxx FAEIGHT SERVICE : sELan ‘ 
the level; double that speed could] | ------ ABANDONED 4 f 
be made, but it was hard on the * H 
track. Aboue fifteen sixty ton — > ' no. STH 
loads were carried before the $ 
enterprise was suspended. The H 
storms and heat did no great —— ye 4 
damage to the line and it was tawanne 
still in good condition in 1930. Toe eee _ Ba 
MODEL TRAINS el Awo wiey <ITy aaa 
READY TO RUN 


Another “last spike” was driven 
in San Francisco May 10 in cele- 
brating the completeion of the 
largest model railroad in the 
west and commemorating the 7ist 
anniversary of the first transcon- 
tinental railroad. 

The event took place in the 
clubrooms of the San Francisco 
Model Railroad Club, Third and 
King streets, where the men who 
railroad for fun have built the 
“Sierra Pacific Railroad”, second 
largest model railroad in the 
country. 

The spike-driving ceremony, an 
exact duplication of the rites 
held May 10, 1869, when the rails 
of the Central Pacific and Union 
Pacific were linked at Promon- 
tory Point, Utah, had as partici- 
pants clubmen and railroad offi- 
cials. 

J. H. Dyer, operating vice pres- 
ident of the Southern Pacific 
wielded the tiny sledge hammer 
that drove home the final spike 
in the model line. 

Complete in every detail the 
Sierra Pacific has 1500 feet of 
track, of which 880 feet is main 
line, and 620 feet in sidings and 
yard tracks. Rolling stock is 
1|48-inch scale, and the system in- 
cludes station buildings, tunnels, 
bridges, block signals and special 
scenic backgrounds of mountains 
and plains. 

The tiny railroad which took 
more than two years to build and 














For the benefit of some of our readers who found the articles on 

the Yakima Valley Transportation Company a little foggy in our 

last two issues, we herewith print a map of the system definitely 
not guaranteed to be to scale. 





SANTA FE CHANGES 


Santa Fe Railway officials an- 
nounced that effective June 2, im- 
portant changes will be made in 
train schedules and a new trans- 
continental train will be added to 
the company’s service. 

Anticipating a heavy travel to 
the San Francisco Fair, Santa Fe 
will again operate its Valley Fly- 
er between Bakersfield and Oak- 
land. This will be an all-chair 
car train with diner and club car 
familities, 

The Scout will leave San Fran- 
cisco at 10:20 a. m. instead of 
11:30, arriving Bakersfield at 7 
p. m. and at Barstow at 10:55 p. m. 
effecting a connection with the 
Super Chief. 

The new transcontinental train 
to be named El Tovar (The Gen- 
eral), will operate between Los 
Angeles and Kansas City via Clo- 
vis and Amarillo, Texas. 





included in its track construction 
30,000 miniature ties and 120,000 
spikes, operates strictly on sched- 
ule set by a master clock. 

The exhibit was open to the 
public on Saturday and Sunday, 


‘May 11 and 12. 


EAST BAY TRANSIT 
EXCURSION 

An excursion was held Sunday, 
May 12 over the East Bay Transit 
covering lines ‘I, 5, 10; 11 and 18 
in car 987 of the Key System. The 
trip included an inspection tour 
of the Shops at Emeryville and 
the spotting of all available work 
equipment. The trip started at 
the Northern car barn at 51st and 
Telegraph, and was under the 
personal direction of Fred Fel- 
lows of the excursion committee 
of the Northern California Rail- 
road Club, who put on the trip 
in cooperation with the railfan 
group at Berkeley high school. 

This was the second trip over 
the East Bay Transit by the mem- 
bers of Northern Cal. as a trip 
was held in September 1938, with 
the cooperation of the Pacific 
Model Crafts. 

No announcement other than 
that at the last meeting of North- 
ern Cal. was made of the trip 
though several invitations were 
extended by mail. 
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